
  

Knitted Linen Clerical Collar 
By Naomi Miller 

Designed for comfort in the summer 
heat, this knitted linen detachable collar 

is offered as an alternative to the 
popular polyethylene collar worn by 

many clerics.  The woven stitch on small 
needles gives rigidity without starching, 
while the natural fiber is comfortable to 

wear and can stand up to machine 
washing for easy care.  

Supplies:
US 1½ (2.5mm) circular needles
~ 70 yards Sport Weight 100%  Linen (I used Louet Euroflax in Cream)
Yarn Needle
Non-bleach whitening agent (if your linen doesn’t come in a true white)
Steam Iron

Gauge: washed and dried:  7 stitches = 1 inch 
14 rows = 1 inch

Before determining gauge, wash and dry your swatch, stretch it lengthwise and steam 
it on the highest setting of your iron.  Even 1/2 inch of extra stretch on your finished 
collar will mess with your sizing.

Sizing:  Collar size is measured between the buttonholes on the exterior fold.  
Multiply gauge by desired length, Round to the nearest multiple of 4.  This is your 
Base Stitch Count.  

Woven Stitch Pattern:
This pattern provides rigidity, as well as a visual effect that resembles woven fabric.  
When adding or decreasing stitches it is important to match your slipped stitches with 
a worked stitch from the previous row.  Knit or Purl extra stitches if you need to, but 
do it at the ends of rows where it won’t be seen.  All stitches are slipped purlwise.

RS: [K1, Yarn forward, Sl1, Yarn back]    
WS: [P1 Yarn back Sl1 Yarn forward]



  

Instructions - 
Cast on Base Count -4 Place marker at half. 
Row 1-3: Work Woven Stitch
Row 4: work Woven Stitch to 2 stitches before marker.  P2tog YO YO SSK.
(remove marker)  Work woven stitch to end.
Row 5-10: Work Woven Stitch 
Row 11-14: Work woven stitch increasing by 1 at each end of row.   
(Stitch Count = Base + 4) 
Row 15: with RS facing, P*  
(this row forms the crease between the two folds of the collar)
Row 16: Work woven stitch 
Row 17-22: Work woven stitch increasing by 1 at beginning of each row.    
(Stitch Count = Base + 10)
Row 23-25: work woven stitch   
Row 26: Work 3 Woven Stitch,  P2Tog YO continue in Woven Stitch to last 5 stitches.  
SSK YO 3 Woven Stitch  
Row 27: work woven stitch
Row 28-33: Work woven stitch decreasing by 1 at beginning of each row.  
(Stitch Count = Base + 4)
Cast off, being careful to keep even tension.

Weave in ends
Whiten using non-bleach whitening product (I used White Brite)
Wash and dry, then use the steam setting of your iron to smooth, straighten and 
crease your collar.  

Many thanks to Bridget Allin of Needles in the Hay in Peterborough, who agreed that it was far 
too hot to wear plastic around one’s neck, had suggestions at every step of the way, and 
encouraged me to take this ridiculous idea and make it happen.

© 2010 by Naomi Miller.  You are welcome to make, wear, or give collars from this pattern but please don’t sell 
them, or copy or distribute this pattern without attribution.  
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